2016 Williams-Hudson Family Reunion Business Meeting
San Diego, California

July 1, 2016
The meeting began at 5:20 PM
Roger had the 2016 Planning Committee stand for recognition
Katrina was acknowledged as the Family Facebook Coordinator
She streamed the Business Meeting from Facebook so that others could participate and view the
meeting as it progressed
Announcements
Program Booklets just came off the press and will be distributed at the Banquet
The photographer is looking for a location on the grounds of the hotel for the family picture
The banquet will be held in the America’s Cup Room which is located behind the pool
Bowling group will meet at 6:20 in the lobby for the youth
The reports from the National Secretary and National Treasurer were sent ahead of time and will be
reviewed by the family members.
Roger started the conversation by taking a 15-minute survey from those present in the meeting as “why
do we have the reunion?”
Some of the responses were:
Fellowship of family
Reconnecting
Getting the children together
Past generations together
Younger generation on Facebook
Finding cousins in the area
Sharing travel
Social & emotional experiences
Building a legacy
What a jewel!
This discussion was meant to capture some of the ideas as to why the reunion exist

Everyone is asked to take a moment to review the 2014 minutes of the last meeting
Then they will be added to the record
Motion to approve minutes

Beryl ask to hear comments from the young people

Response was made that the reunions were confusing initially but now they appreciate what the Family
has.

it is good to relate to the older family members

Motion on the floor to approve the 2014 minutes as read

Financial Report for 2014 was also approved

New Business:

The last time that the reunion was held in Washington DC was in 1994
Kathy Suggs has details of Washington DC plans

This is in honor of L. C. Williams who was going to share at this meeting
A planning committee has already started meeting

Kathy considers herself an elder since L.C. has passed



Since the event is on the West Coast this year, it such me held on the East Coast for the next one.
Kathy has been checking on prices of area hotels and comparing the amenities

Embassy Suites in Crystal City has free breakfast

Room rates run about $120 a night with free internet

Will obtain quote for 100 rooms

Near airport

Has free shuttle

Near Metro public transportation

There are plenty of free attractions

in lieu of a picnic, have a Potomac River cruise

Rent the cruise boat for $1,000 & have sponsorship to offset costs

Washington DC is not good for parks because it is a university town for young people with Howard
University

Most expensive part of the reunion is the banquet & not sure how that will be

Other hotel option is the Washington Hilton

Room rates run $100 or more

A suggestion to join a travel club to preplan & to offset costs for future trips.
Would like to make a presentation to the group for discount rates

A suggestion was made to start young people planning committee

Inctude Milan and Idrees

Having heard the presentation from Kathy, a vote was taken to hold the next reunion in Washington DC
Everyone is responsible to spread the word for the site of the next reunion

Lily made the report on the Scholarship Committee
After the 2014 reunion, the goal for 2016 — 2018 was to increase the award amount for the 1* place
winner
Ubutu
There were five applicants
Deadline for entries was June 1% and it was extended to June 6.
Lily stated that parents are still responsible for 17, 18, & 19 year olds.
To teach children to meet deadlines or complete projects early
Budget for scholarship fund is $500 which was established in 2008 minutes
Roger & Lily provided additional funds
Certificates awarded $500, $200 and 5150
The goal is that everyone that participates will get something
The fund will be increased from LC’s estate
We still want other donations
The Scholarship recipients are present and will read their essays at the banquet
Mack will match LC's denation for the fund and will add it to his Trust
Lily wants to offer workshops on trusts & wills for the family
Kathy wants to include workshops on financial aid & avoid student loan problems
Reaction for the scholarships is gratefulness
Scholarships are for high school graduation; College is not a requirement
Bonita plans to do additional level of gifting for the family
Discussion about increasing the contribution from registration from $5 to $10 to fund the scholarship
Question as to whether it would affect the amount of the registration fee. Not sure



It was motioned & approved to increase the contribution from $5 to $10 to fund the scholarship for
future

Notes from the San Diego Planning Committee included the following items;

There is a lower turn-out because the date was changed

We need to strengthen the other chapters

Chapters that were once strong have stopped meeting because we have lost so many of our seniors
N. CA use to meet on a regular basis

There is a feeling like we have not progressed

The chapters need to meet on a regular basis & not near the National Reunion time

Need to propose how to get the chapters going again

Start the chapters to save

Propose to get chapters going again

Start a calling campaign to reach out to other members of the family

Mack made the observation that from the 1% generation, there were 75 members, now there are only
11 remaining

Proposal to organize a college chapter to discuss jobs, grades, etc.

A suggestion to start a 27-age group that goes from age 27 — 35 so the kids know each other

Get the young people involved

Set a business meeting the their age group

Banquet concept does not impress young people

Reason for low attendance to this reunion was the cost of the hotel, holding the event on the July 4
weekend and the registration fees

if there was not a banquet, the registration fee would be much less

In lieu of a banquet, have a church style meeting still to honor ancestors Continue to get dressed up for
the family picture

Review the number of days for the reunion

Sharon stated that in 1984 was when the banquet concept started

Sharon stated that “we are making others rich”

Change the event to a one-day event

Comment was made that “Black people would get dressed up &go to hotels where we couldn’t go
before. We do not need to do that anymore’

We should try a cruise more networking

Create more ways for young people to connect

Katrina commented that she planned a “dude ranch” event for her father’s reunion and it was
successful.

What about the 40-yr old members?

It is difficult to get the young people to listen to family history

Suggestion to have a Day of Family

Will honor family with meetings, workshops for each age group

Sharon made suggestion to have the original 15 branches wear different color T-shirts & reconnect
Comment made regarding the scheduling of events for the reunion, there were not enough

Debra Dawkins told about the family history book that she compiled.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 PM



